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President’s Letter
The mission established 35 years ago by the founders of  Preservation Wayne, To Preserve, 
Promote and Protect the neighborhoods and structures that define Detroit, remains the 
cornerstone of  this organization. Although our mission has not changed, our approach 
to supporting this mission has. As advocacy and preservation have become very fluid 
and grassroots in nature, all walks of  life have become involved in our mission, from the 
homeowner in Woodbridge to the loft developer.  Because of  technology advancements, 
communications with our members, volunteers and the community have become a priority for 
the organization. We have entered the 21st century. We have the ability to provide information 
quickly and broadcast important information through a variety of  sources including email, 
websites and other media outlets.

We continue to be the Detroit-area leader in advocating for buildings and neighborhoods in 
danger of  becoming extinct as well as celebrate the developers that reuse and rescue parts of  
our history. Preservation Wayne has been incredibly busy the past few months fielding calls 
from all sorts of  groups looking for information on the region and its history and resources. 
We have led many tours this year for people looking to rediscover the metro area. Of  course 
the historic downtowns and suburban cores generate the most interest, and that is why we 
continue to pursue private and public investment in our historic resources. 

Our volunteers, director, staff, and board members have done an incredible job of  leading 
tours, advocacy, and presenting how preservation can provide an economic stimulus in the 
community. People are listening and want to participate.

This year Preservation Wayne celebrates our 35th anniversary of  providing service to the 
Detroit Community. We plan to celebrate the 35 people and places that most represent the 
soul of  our preservation community. Let’s pause to rally round and support our mission, our 
volunteers, and our passion for reusing our past, for the future is being planned right before 
our eyes.

Douglas J. Atkinson
President, Board of  Directors
Preservation Wayne

Upcoming Tour 
Schedule
Haunted Fort Wayne Tour
Join the specialists from Metro 
Paranormal Investigations (MPI) as 
they take our guests on a tour of  the 
haunted sites at Fort Wayne.
Location: 6325 Jefferson • Detroit
Date: Saturday, October 29, 2011
Time: 3:00 PM
Cost: $10.00
Space is limited. Please call 
313.577.3559 to reserve your seat.
There is an additional fee for parking.

Corrado Parducci: Detroit’s Archi-
tectural Sculptor
Join us for a special walking and bus 
tour of  the works of  architectural 
sculptor Corrado Parducci’s on the 
30th anniversary of  his death. Our 
tour begins and ends at the Guardian 
Building. 500 Griswold.
Date: Saturday, November 5, 2011
Time: 10:00 AM
Cost: $40.00
Space is limited, please call
313.577.3559 to purchase your ticket.

Behind-the-Scenes Tour of  the Col-
lections Resource Center
Join us for a special behind-the-scenes 
tour of  Detroit-related artifacts at the 
Detroit Historical Society Collections 
Resource Center.
Location: Collections Resource Center
- Fort Wayne, Detroit
6325 Jefferson, Detroit
Times: 1:00 PM and 3:00 PM 
Cost: $40.00
Space is limited, please call
313.577.3559 to reserve your seat

Fall, 2011 

Congratulations...
to the Detroit Yacht Club on their historic designation! 

We would like to thank the following supporters for allowing us to use their photographs:
Sean Doerr: Ford Auditorium and Cass Technical High School
Douglas Atkinson: Theatre Tour Jazz Cafe
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Preservation Wayne Membership
Member Information

____________________________________________________
Name 

____________________________________________________
Address 

____________________________________________________
City/State/Zip

(________)____________________________________________
Telephone

(________)____________________________________________
Fax

____________________________________________________
Email

Membership Status

❍ New    ❍ Renewal    ❍ Address Correction

Membership Levels:

❍ Student ($20)	 ❍ Sponsor ($100)
❍ Individual ($35)	 ❍ Patron ($250)
❍ Household ($45)	 ❍ Benefactor ($500)
❍ Friend/Non-Profit ($75)	 ❍ Corporate ($1,000)
❍ Other $______________________________

Payment Type

❍ Cash
❍ Check
❍ Money Order
❍ Visa
❍ Mastercard
❍ American Express

_____________________________________________________
Credit Card No.

_____________________________________________________
Cardholder Name

_____________________________________________________
Exp. Date 	 Total

_____________________________________________________
Signature 

_____________________________________________________
Date

❍ I am interested in volunteering

Please return with your tax-deductible donation to 
Preservation Wayne, 4735 Cass Ave, Detroit, MI 48201.

Michigan Historic Preservation Tax Credits to be Replaced by 
Community Revitalization Program 

By Melanie A. Markowicz

Brownfield Redevelopment and Michigan Historic Preservation tax credits have long served as major Detroit revitalization tools, 
but they have recently been eliminated by Michigan Governor Rick Snyder due to the state’s troubled financial situation. So many 
of  Detroit’s recent redevelopment and rehabilitation successes, including the Westin-Book Cadillac, have utilized these tax credits 
to make their projects financially feasible, elimination might be viewed as detrimental to future revitalization projects. The role that 
these financial incentives have had in preserving Detroit’s rich cultural heritage and community identity cannot be understated.

Fortunately, the State of  Michigan has recently announced that these two tax incentives will be replaced by a more front-ended and 
criteriabased community revitalization program, for which properties do not necessarily have to qualify as brownfields or historic 
resources to receive project funding. Under the direction of  the Michigan Strategic Fund, the Michigan Community Revitalization 
Program will award project funding through loans, grants, and other economic assistance, with a particular focus on the revitalization 
of  urban areas and downtowns. Midtown and Downtown Detroit are likely to benefit from this urban-oriented preference, adding 
to the surge in redevelopment projects in these vibrant districts. Award considerations include: local community impact; effect on 
peripheral revitalization potential; financial need; job creation; reuse and rehabilitation of  historic resources and blighted properties; 
environmental contamination; and the capacity to foster sustainable urbanism by creating walkable mixed-use communities. Total 
funding is not to exceed 25 percent of  eligible project investment and will be capped at $10 million per project, and grants will be 
capped at $1 million per project.

Complete details for the new program are still forthcoming; it is yet unclear how the revitalization process will be affected, 
particularly as it pertains to heritage buildings. Historic resources are just one of  many possible qualification criteria under the 
Michigan Community Revitalization Program, and details as to historic integrity standards including adhering to the Secretary of  the 
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are of  great interest. Final policy and application processes are expected to be finalized soon.

Help us revitalize Detroit and save our architectural heritage!
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It’s Official
Preservation Wayne Theatre Tour was a success!
On Saturday, August 27th, architecture and theatre buffs were treated to a behind-the-scenes 
tour of  nine historic venues in 
the Detroit theatre district: the 
Fox Theatre, Fillmore Theatre, 
Music Hall, Detroit Opera 
House, Gem Theatre, Former 
Michigan Theatre, Century 
Theatre, City Theatre and the 
Oriental Theatre lobby.

More than 150 people were 
treated to the fascinating story 
and magnificent. The tour 
lasted four hours and included 
lunch.

Preservation Wayne is in the 
process of  planning the 2012 tour schedule. Watch our website for the announcement of  next 
year’s tour dates. We have many new and interesting tours planned!

Eastern Market  
Great Past, 
Better Future!

By Lisa Rush

Preservation Wayne’s popular 
Saturday Eastern Market tour 
began in 1996 when Sally 
Brownfield - office assistant, 
master gardener, and Eastern 
Market fan – researched and 
developed the initial tour. 
For five years, the tour was 
offered three times over the 
summer, and it seemed to rain 
every Saturday the tour was 
scheduled!

With the Detroit Heritage 
Tours program beginning in 
2001, our excited tour team 
added to Sally’s tour research 
and greatly expanded the 
route. But we also complained 
(a lot!) about the state of  the 
Market. It just looked a little 
grungy…

A major change occurred 
in 2007 when the Market 
administration was transferred 
from the City of  Detroit to the 
Eastern Market Corporation, 
a non-profit currently led by 
Dan Carmody and a great staff. 
Since then, major changes 
have occurred in the Market, 
including the renovation of  
Sheds 2 and 3 to their historic 
1890s origins.

Preservation Wayne’s Eastern 
Market tour team invites 
you to see the “Great Past 
and Better Future” with us 
on Saturdays at 10:00 am at 
the Welcome Center (1435 
Adelaide – right next door to 
Shed 3.) Plus, you’ll find some 
great shopping too!

A beautiful night on the river!
If  we had ordered the weather, 
it couldn’t have been nicer! 
The Preservation Wayne and 
the Detroit Historical Society 
Bootlegging Boat Escape was 
on Wednesday, September 
21. The tour was a two-hour 
narrative of  the history of  
Prohibition on the Detroit 
River, and for the third dinner 
cruise aboard the Diamond 
Jack’s Diamond Belle, the 
weather was perfect and 
guests enjoyed themselves 
thoroughly. Marion Christiansen provided the narrative along with James Turnbull from The 
Players in Detroit.

The Detroit Historical Society and the Detroit Harbormaster Underwater Rescue Team 
brought along artifacts found on the Detroit River bottom. Guests attending this special event 
were treated to the history and the beauty of  the Detroit River.

2012 Bootlegging tour dates

Saturday, May 12, 2012 and Saturday, September 29, 2012. 
Cost is $55 for members, and $60 for non-members.

Photo from the Walter P. Reuther Library/Wayne State University



35 YEARS OF PRESERVING, PROMOTING & PROTECTING DETROIT
Thirty-Five

PRESERVATION WAYNE

4735 CASS AVENUE

DETROIT, MI 48201
(313) 577-3559

Address Correction Requested

Who we are 
Preservation Wayne is Detroit’s oldest and largest architectural preservation 

organization. As the fi rst Detroit recipient of  the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation’s Honor Award, we have been working to honor Detroit’s rich 

architectural heritage since 1975. Over the last three-and-a-half  decades, 
the scope of  Preservation Wayne has grown to encompass the entire city, 

from historic homes to skyscrapers to sites of  cultural signifi cance. 

Mission Statement
Preservation Wayne’s mission is to preserve, promote and protect 

the neighborhoods and structures that defi ne Detroit.

Preservation Wayne Board of Directors
Doug Atkinson, President
Steven Levine, Treasurer 

Peter Mark Williams

Robert Hovansian
Melanie Markowicz

James M. Young
Marion Christiansen, Interim Executive Director

A gift to Preservation Wayne in your will or revocable trust proclaims your confi dence that we will continue to serve our 
          mission and make a difference in the lives of  future generations. 
 A bequest:
 • is easy to arrange.
 • will not alter your current lifestyle in any way.
 • can be easily modifi ed to address your changing needs.


